All-Ensemble
Concert

Thursday, March 13, 2025 7:00pm

Faith Lutheran Church
11115 Hanson Blvd NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433




Concert Program

*please hold applause until the end of the concert

Jazz Ensemble
Bleep Blop Les Hooper (b.1940)

This fun and quirky blues tune was written by Les Hooper, an L.A. based composer who has written for a wide range of
situations from jazz bands to orchestras as well as commercials and television. This piece will feature solos by David Riley on
trombone, Dom Mord on alto sax, and Aaron O’Connor on trumpet.

Chamber Singers

Something’'s Coming/Tonight from West Side Story  Music by Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)
Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (1930-2021)
arr. Mac Huff

"Something's Coming" and "Tonight" from West Side Story capture the tension and hope that define the musical’s central
love story. In "Something's Coming," Tony eagerly anticipates a change in his life, sensing an impending, life-altering
moment, while "Tonight" reflects the passionate, romantic anticipation between Tony and Maria, as they dream of a future
together amidst the backdrop of their divided world. Both songs intertwine themes of longing, fate, and the promise of
transformation.

World Drumming Ensemble

Gahu/Kpatsa West African Recreational Songs

According to Ewe Master Drummer Emmanuel Agbeli of Kopeyia, Ghana, Gahu is an adaptation of Kokosawa, an older
African drum-and-dance style that originated with the Yoruba people of Nigeria. Kpatsa is music and dance of the
Ga-Adangme ethnic group of southern coastal Ghana and is popular as a form of entertainment at funerals and festivals. It has

historically been performed as a coming-of-age dance for girls prior to marriage.

String Orchestra

Concerto for Two Cellos in G minor RV531 Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)
l. Allegro
Nathan Pahan, cello I
Joel Salvo, cello II
Mitsuyo Baumer, harpsichord

One of the most prolific composers of the Baroque period, Vivaldi wrote nearly 500 concerti, but this is his only concerto for

two cellos. In vibrant communication, the cellos pass motives back and forth and join in harmony for fast virtuosic passages
that sustain a driving tempo.

Concert Band

Overture for Band, Opus 24 Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847)
Transcribed H.W. Fred

The composer of this piece, more widely known as Felix Mendelssohn, was a German composer, conductor, pianist, and
organist of the early Romantic era. This piece was composed in July of 1824 when Mendelssohn was only 15 years old, for the
wind band in residence at the fashionable resort, Doberan, on the coast of the Baltic Sea (Germany). The piece starts slowly
and lyrically before it gains more energy in the Allegro Vivace section.



Concert Choir

Hiawatha's Wedding Feast (part 1) Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912)

You shall hear how Pau-Puk-Keewis, How the handsome Yenadizze Danced at Hiawatha's wedding; How the gentle Chibiabos, He
the sweetest of musicians, Sang his songs of love and longing; How lagoo, the great boaster, He the marvellous story-teller, Told his
tales of strange adventure, That the feast might be more joyous, That the time might pass more gayly, And the guests be more
contented. Sumptuous was the feast Nokomis Made at Hiawatha's wedding: All the bowls were made of bass-wood, White and
polished very smoothly, All the spoons of horn of bison, Black and polished very smoothly. She had sent through all the village
Messengers with wands of willow, As a sign of invitation, As a token of the feasting; And the wedding guests assembled, Clad in all
their richest raiment, Robes of fur and belts of wampum, Splendid with their paint and plumage, Beautiful with beads and tassels.
First they ate the sturgeon, Nahma, And the pike, the Maskenozha, Caught and cooked by old Nokomis; Then on pemican they
feasted, Pemican and buffalo marrow, Haunch of deer and hump of bison, Yellow cakes of the Mondamin, And the wild rice of the
river. But the gracious Hiawatha, And the lovely Laughing Water, And the careful old Nokomis, Tasted not the food before them,
Only waited on the others, Only served their guests in silence.

Program Note by Miriam B. Scott: Anglo-African composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912) was just 22 and recently
graduated from the Royal College of Music, London, when he completed Hiawathas Wedding Feast, a cantata for chorus,
orchestra, and tenor, based on a section of The Song of Hiawatha, the epic poem by noted American poet Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast was Coleridge-Taylor’s most successful production, in its time rivaling Handel’s
Messiah and Mendelssohn’s Elijab in popularity. After the cantata’s premiere, Sir Hubert Parry, a contemporary composer,
pronounced it “one of the most remarkable events in modern English musical history.” The work was received
enthusiastically not only in England, but also in South Africa, New Zealand, and the United States. From 1904 until his
death in 1912 he was principal conductor of the Handel Society of London, and professor at Trinity College of Music, at the
Crystal Palace School of Art and Music, and at the Guildhall School of Music. At the time of his death, Coleridge-Taylor had

produced 82 numbered compositions and some 25 other works.

Faculty/Student Jazz Combo

Song for Geoff Josh May

Commissioned by the Anoka-Ramsey Music Department and the ARCC Art Committee in memory of our colleague and
friend, Geoff West Senn, Song for Geoff was written by ARCC alumni and former student (and band mate) of Geoff's, Josh
May. This piece begins with a melancholy chorale before settling into a bossa nova groove. Geoff loved jazz and more
specifically, Latin grooves, which you will hear with the bossa as well as an Afro-Cuban ending. Geoff was an amazing teacher
and inspired countless students over the years. We miss him every day and we try to honor his memory in many ways, such as
bringing this piece to you.

String Orchestra

Nocturno Islerno Rolando Gomez (b.2001)

Commissioned by the New Canon Project, this nocturne for string orchestra by young American composer Rolando Gémez
was inspired by the music of Cuba. The rhythmic syncopation heard in the piece is the clave rhythm, a prominent feature of
Cuban genres such as the bolero and danzén.

Jazz Ensemble

Paranoid Android Radiohead
arr. Schaphorst

Radiohead is an English rock band known for their innovative music, which has been performed not only by other popular
musicians, but also various notable jazz musicians and classical orchestras. Paranoid Android comes off their 1997 album, OK
Computer. This arrangement of Paranoid Android comes from the Radiohead Project, which is an effort to commission
various accomplished jazz composers to arrange the music of Radiohead for the traditional jazz ensemble. This piece will
feature solos by Aaron O’Connor on trumpet and Kendall McCann on guitar.



Chamber Singers

Defying Gravity from Wicked Music/Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz (b.1948)
arr. Roger Emerson

"Defying Gravity" marks a pivotal moment in Wicked, where the lead character Elphaba embraces her newfound identity and
power, choosing to break free from societal constraints. The song embodies themes of independence, resilience, and
self-empowerment as she soars above the expectations placed upon her, symbolizing both personal liberation and defiance
against injustice. "Defying Gravity" is an anthem of transformation and courage.

World Drumming Ensemble with Jazz Combo

Bésame Mama Poncho Sanchez (b.1951)
arr. Scott Agster

Master conguero (conga player) Poncho Sanchez is considered to be one of the pioneers of Latin Jazz music. This piece,
created in partnership with Mongo Santamaria, features Latin American rhythms perfect for the dance floor.

Concert Choir

Wankantanhan Hotan'Inpe Traditional Lakota Sioux
arr. William Linthicum-Blackhorse

Wankantanhan Hotan'inpe ye Hotaninpe yelo (hotan ‘inpe'lo)

Hena kinyan Wakinyan oyate ca Hotan ‘inpe ye Hotan ‘inpe yelo

From above, they are making their voices heard. They are making their voices heard.

The Thunder Nation is flying so they are making their voices heard. They are making their voices heard.

Program Note from the arranger: Lakota Sioux American Indian spiritual music comes from the Sundance ceremonies held
in the Dakotas on the US Central Plains. It is passed aurally from generation to generation and has never been accurately

transcribed into western music notation. This arrangement is the beginning of an ethnomusicological journey to preserve and
archive American Indian sacred music in a meaningful and entertaining way. In traditional circles this song is still used,
though rarely, for calling the spirits. Regardless of its traditional purpose and use, these songs will disappear if nobody writes
them down and learns them. As students of music, we never stop learning and it is our responsibility to preserve and learn the
songs that define our collective humanity.
Samuel Bergstrom, drum
Jimena Sichiqui, flute

Combined Concert Band and S$tring Orchestra

Strange Humors John Mackey (b.1973)

Originally written for string quartet and djembe (an African drum), Strange Humors has since been arranged for concert
band and incorporates sounds associated with the Middle East with use of the Phrygian mode. After a mysterious and lyrical
opening, the piece picks up energy with help from the groove of the djembe. This piece incorporates intricate rhythms and
several meter changes until the rousing conclusion.

Combined Ensembles
Anoka-Ramsey’s “Spirit” Richard J. Perkins
lyrics and choral arr. Melissa Bergstrom

Anoka-Ramsey, college and community, an open door to open minds. Research, writing, service, arts; all who seek will find:

Anoka-Ramsey, college and community, of learning and discovery. Riverbanks and prairie fields, that's our A-R-C-C!



Jazz Ensemble

Directed by Samuel Bergstrom#

Alto Saxophone
Ashton Aasen
Jake Bowen
John Hanson IV
Dom Mord+

Trombone

Alley Carmine Rose Correa+
Jasper Engebretson

Jayden Mann+

David Riley+

Chamber Singers

Ensemble Personnel

Clarinet

Tenor Saxophone
Mak Brozak+
Levi Mickelson
Anna Motzko
Riley Ramsey+
Madison Selander

Guitar
Kendall McCann+

Drums

Brandon Turner+

Julie Des Jardins+

Baritone Saxophone

James Loiacono
Seth Beckman

Bass

Travis Bruns+

Directed by Rebecca Luttio# | Accompanist: Mitsuyo Baumer*

Trumpet
Zach Davis
Dylan Kirscher+

Aaron O’Connor+

Piano

Lucas Oreskovich+

Soprano Alto Tenor Bass
McKenna Jones Kaia Bollmann Alley Carmine Rose Correa+ Dakarai Opoka+
Jackie Keating Hannah Ehresmann Joey Kirk+ David Riley+
Eli Takkunen+ Emma Perry Tyler Norgrant
Daisy-Jean Wawers
World Drumming Ensemble
Directed by Samuel Bergstrom#
Diego Alejos Travis Bruns+ Zach Dehnhoff+ Julie Des Jardins+ Jan Green
Amara LaFrance Kendall McCann+ ~ Amy Morgan Sam Noh Marya Vlasyuk+

Jazz Combo
Directed by Scott Agster#

Julie Des Jardins+, clarinet

Gabby Niblo, tenor saxophone

Brandon Turner+, drumset

String Orchestra

Directed by Joel Salvo#

Violin Viola Cello Bass

Abigail Piepgras+ Olivia Duclos Isabella Cigarerro Travis Bruns+
Dylan Brazil+ Ben O’Leary

Dom Mord+, alto saxophone

Amy Morgan, piano

Nathan Pahan+

Jake Bowen, alto saxophone

Travis Bruns+, bass



Concert Band

Directed by Samuel Bergstrom#

Elute

Claire Comstock
Em Dembouski
Angel Jorgenson
Norah Krotzer

Jimena Sichiqui

Tenor Saxophone

Riley Ramsey+
Madison Selander

Trombone

Alley Carmine Rose Correa+ Jayden Mann+

Jasper Engebretson
Dalton Grise+

Cameron Krause

Concert Choir

Clarinet

Enos Hearne

Parker Matson+

Lauryn Shomion

Baritone Saxophone

James Loiacono

Euphonium

Oboe Alto Saxophone
Mak Brozak+ Jake Bowen

Ren Hall
Soprano Saxophone  Dom Mord+
Gabby Niblo
Trumpet Horn
Dylan Kirscher+ Quin McConkey
Aaron O’Connor+
Alexander Sullivan
Tuba Percussion

Oan Johnson

Directed by Melissa Bergstrom#| Accompanist: Mitsuyo Baumer*

Soprano
Cyloh Carlson

Lily Homan
Erin Kulee
Sarah Ryan+

Eli Takkunen+
Brooklynn Teele

Alto

Tara Barth

Kaia Bollmann
Heather Hawkins
Lovetta Kamara-Beal
Emma Perry

Abigail Piepgras+
Marya Vlasyuk+
Daisy-Jean Wawers

Faculty/Student Jazz Combo

Melissa Bergstrom#, melodica
Riley Ramsey+, tenor saxophone

Samuel Bergstrom#, guitar

Travis Bruns+, bass

+Music Majors  *Alumni #Music Faculty

Tenor

Joey Kirk+
Kendall McCann+
Lucas Oreskovich+
Dillon Teppo

Lex Vue+

Lliam Xiong+
Jacob Young

Aaron O'Connor+, flugelhorn
Joel Salvo#, cello

Jason Vanselow#, piano
Brandon Turner+, drums

Brandon Turner+

Lliam Xiong+

Bass

Alley Carmine Rose Correa+
Colby Hansen+

Austin Helseth+

Erik Johnson

Dakarai Opoka+



@ ANOKA-RAMSEY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Music

Upcoming Events

Concerts at 7:00pm in the Performing Arts Center (PAC) unless noted

All are FREE and open to the public.

April 14: Faculty Recital
2:00 pm in M109

April 11,12, 17%, 18, 19: Spring Musical Ride the Cyclone, 7:30pm PAC

*ASL Interpreted Performance

April 28: Choir Concert
May 1: Concert Band and String Orchestra

May 5: Chamber (Rock) Ensembles
2:00 pm in M109

May 5: Jazz Combos and World Drumming Ensemble

May 6: Jazz Ensemble

May 12: AFA Recital

May 20: Modern Band Festival

*open to all K-12 performing acts not based on a fraditional model



@ ANOKA-RAMSEY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Music

Special Thanks

Faith Lutheran Church and staff including Rick Geiger, Shelly Swanson, Tom Reiner,
and Olivia Alveshere.

Anoka-Ramsey Music Faculty: Jason Vanselow, Melissa Bergstrom, Sam Bergstrom,
Scott Agster, Jake Baldwin, Matthew Bertrand, Brendon Bushman, Scott Johnson, Liz
Kuivinen, Laura LeVoir, Rebecca Luttio, Kameron Markworth, Anastasiya Nyzkodub,
Joel Salvo, Dave Schmalenberger, Megan Small, and Danielle Vinup.

We would also like to thank the students and staff at Anoka-Ramsey, as well as
members of the community for their contfinued support of the performing arts at this
institution. Special thanks to: John Kleba, Sheila Provost, Ann Worwa, Stacie Swanson,
our deans: Hannah Oliha-Donaldson, Mike Opoku, and Lisa Harris, Vice-President
Brandyn Woodard, and College President Kent Hanson.

Anoka-Ramsey is a fully accredited member of the National Association of Schools of Music.

www.anokaramsey.edu/music
www.arccmusic.com

Contact us at music@anokaramsey.edu

Your generous donations support our music students.

Please consider giving today:

Geoff Senn Memorial Fund
Ellis Bergstrom Memorial Scholarship

Ric Perkins Fund
Visit
https://14946.thankyou4caring.org



