


 Chamber Singers 

Melissa Bergstrom*, director | Mitsuyo Baumer#, accompanist 

 

 

San’bonani/Namhla Kudibene  Traditional IsiZulu & IsiXhosa Songs,  

 arr. Barret 

Soloists: Jacob Young, Luca Panelli; Elmert Robert, Lily Eastman;  

Natalie Campbell, Sam Noh 

Percussionists: Dave Schmalenberger*, Andrew Green+, Cyril Dela Cruz+ 

A typical greeting song in Zulu culture ("Hello! Is everybody well?"), this arrangement, by 
the choir director at University of Pretoria in South Africa, has the call-and-response 
technique so strongly associated with traditional South African music.  The choirs worked 
with a professional choir from South Africa, 29:11, during rehearsals in March.  

 

More Waters Rising  Saro Lynch Thomason  

This social song exists as a melody to be sung in various settings: protests, marches, 
campfires, etc. We have made our own arrangements that will be sprinkled among the 
other selections on the program this evening: first by a soloist (Natalie Campbell), then a 
duet (Tia Mitchell and Grace Landberg), then a small group, then the full group will sing 
this plaintive song. 

The first three verses (waters rising, fires burning, mountains falling) point to impending 
fears while the last three verses have a hopeful message. Songwriter Saro explains its 
personal resonance: “For me, this song is about seeing what's coming on the horizon: 
harder times that are inevitable and unavoidable. But the answer to the fear of what’s 
coming is resiliency and claiming a strength within ourselves that has been there all 
along.  

 

Fair Phyllis  John Farmer (c.1570-c.1601) 

This Renaissance ditty is a bit silly and a bit bawdy and a lot of fun to sing, describing a 
lost shepherdess and a shepherd wandering the hills ‘up and down’ till he finds her. 

 

Aloha ‘Oe  Queen Lili’uokalani (1838-1917)  

This beautiful melody was composed in 1878 by the last Queen of the Kingdom of Ha-
wai’i. We are performing a barbershop arrangement by T.W. DeCrow who also translated 
the original Hawai’ian lyrics into English. Barbershop is a uniquely American tradition in-
volving close-knit harmonies, unaccompanied singing, and silly hats.  
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Beau Soir  Claude Debussy (1862-1918)  

Composed in 1891 in France, “Beautiful Evening” (sung in the original French) describes 
a serene landscape of rivers, wheat-fields rippling in the breeze, admonishing us to 
“savor the gift of life while we are young and the evening fair, for our life slips by, as that 
river does: it to the sea – we to the tomb.” 

 

Big Bunch a Little Bunch   Trad. Bahamian Folk Song,  

 arr. Cleophas Adderley (d. 2017) 

Arranged by Bahamian cultural hero Cleophas Adderley, Big Bunch is a folk song about 
the sweetness of romance. The Chamber Singers roamed the college campus on Valen-
tine's Day serenading unsuspecting students and staff with this musical message. 

 

 

Concert Choirs 

Melissa Bergstrom*, director ~ Rapids Campus 

Liz Kuivinen*, director ~ Cambridge Campus 

Mitsuyo Baumer#, accompanist 

 

Tres Cantos Nativos dos Indios Krao  Traditional melodies, arr. Leite  

Dave Schmalenberger*, percussion 

This song is based on melodies sung by Kraó tribe – a group of native Brazilian Indians 
who live in the Xingú river area of the Amazônia forest of northwestern Brazil. The mean-
ing of the text is not known; it was treated by the composer as a group of phonemes. 

 

O Love  Elaine Hagenberg (b.1979)  

Joel Salvo*, cello 

“O Love” was inspired by the words of Scottish minister, George Matheson in 1882. 
When he was blinded at the age of nineteen, his fiancé called off their engagement and 
his sister cared for him as he endured new challenges. Years later, on the eve of his sis-
ter’s wedding, he faced the painful reminder of his own heartache and loss as he penned 
the words to this poem.  

O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thy ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 
O Joy that seeks me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 

That morn shall tearless be. 



Kasar Mie La Gaji (The Earth is Tired)  Alberto Grau (b.1937)   

Dave Schmalenberger*, percussion 

Composer, director, and teacher Alberto Grau is one of the leading musical personalities 
in the history of contemporary Venezuelan music.  Grau has written this piece “For an in-
ternational mobilization to save THE EARTH and a conscientious effort regarding the 
problems of the environment.  The inhabitants of the African Sahel say: ‘Kasar mie la gaji 
- The earth is tired.'” 

 

What Was I Made For? from Barbie  Finneas O’Connel & Billie Eilish  

Straight from the Barbie Movie soundtrack, this gorgeous arrangement by Dylan Trân 
evokes the fragility and tenderness of the original tune. Trân, born in 1994, hails from 
New Orleans. 

 

Cheek to Cheek  Gwyneth Walker (b.1947)  

You may think you know which 'cheeks' Gwyneth Walker is referring to in this piece. Or 
she may surprise you with the text she wrote for this 'nocturnal tango': "We are lying 
back to back, ass-symmetrical, so to speak. To the ticking of the clock we are dancing, 
cheek to cheek."  

 

O Freedom  Traditional South African  

We were honored to share this beautifully poignant traditional freedom song with the 
professional South African choir that visited our campus in March. 

 

 

Combined Choirs 
 

We are the World Quincy Jones & Michael Jackson 

Soloists: Katie Meuer, Marya Vlasyuk, Sam Noh, Zoe Chisnell, Kalli Suhr, David Riley+, 

Elmert Robert, Grace Landberg, Tia Mitchell, Rebecca Phillips^, Jessica Larson^, 

Luca Panelli, Jacob Young, Natalie Campbell, Daisy Wawers, Lily Homan, Alonso Alley+ 

 

WE ARE THE WORLD. WE ARE THE CHILDREN.  

WE ARE THE ONES TO MAKE A BRIGHTER DAY  SO LET’S START GIVING. 

THERE’S A CHOICE WE’RE MAKING. WE’RE SAVING OUR OWN LIVES.  

IT’S TRUE WE’LL MAKE A BETTER DAY JUST YOU AND ME! 

 



 

Chamber Singers 

Alonso Alley+  Myranda Arndt Natalie Campbell Lily Eastman  Enos Hearne 

Austin Helseth+ Grace Landberg Parker Miller+ Tia Mitchell  Sam Noh 

Luca Panelli  Emma Perry  David Riley+  Elmert Robert  Katelynn Stariha 

Kalli Suhr  Daisy Wawers  Jacob Young 

 

 

Concert Choirs 

Tobias Acero^ Alonso Alley+  Myranda Arndt Ellianna Brask  Natalie Campbell 

Mariah Campos+ Zoe Chisnell  Andrew Green+ Enos Hearne  Austin Helseth+ 

Lily Homan  Jessica Larson^ Katie Meuer  Parker Miller+ Tia Mitchell  

Lillian Mohr  Sam Noh  Emma Perry  Rebecca Phillips^ David Riley+ 

Elmert Robert  Kalli Suhr  Marya Vlasyuk Daisy Wawers   Jacob Young 

Danielle Ringuette-Vinup*   
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Upcoming Performances 

Concerts at 7:00pm in the Performing Arts Center 

All are FREE and open to the public. 

 

Concert Band and String Orchestra—April 25, 2024 

Guitar and World Drumming Ensembles—April 29, 2024 

Jazz Ensemble—May 2, 2024 

AFA Recital—May 6, 2024 

 

Special Thanks 

Anoka-Ramsey Music Faculty: Jason Vanselow, Melissa Bergstrom, Sam Berg-

strom, Geoffrey Senn, Scott Agster, Matthew Bertrand, Scott Johnson, Liz Kui-

vinen, Laura LeVoir, Rebecca Luttio, Kameron Markworth, Anastasiya Nyzkodub, 

Joel Salvo, Dave Schmalenberger, Megan Small,  and Danielle Vinup. 

 

We would also like to thank the students and staff at Anoka-Ramsey, 

as well as members of the community for their continued support of 

the performing arts at this institution. Special thanks to: Peter Lerohl, 

Sheila Provost, Jon Kleba, Ann Worwa, our deans: Hannah Oliha-

Donaldson, Mike Opoku, and Lisa Harris, Vice-presidents Steve Crit-

tenden, Robert Perez, and Brandyn Woodard, and College President 

Kent Hanson.  

 

 

 

www.anokaramsey.edu/music 

www.arccmusic.com 

Contact us at music@anokaramsey.edu 


